
Concept Note
The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) embodies one of the
world’s oldest intellectual traditions, spanning
philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, medicine,
architecture, aesthetics, statecraft, and ethics. Its holistic
and integrative worldview offers distinctive
epistemological approaches that contrast with the
compartmentalised structure of modern Western
knowledge regimes.

With the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 placing
renewed emphasis on the meaningful integration of IKS
into curricula and research, Indian academia stands at a
pivotal moment. This international conference on “Indian
Knowledge System: Perspectives and Imperatives” seeks
to advance a rigorous, critical, and multidisciplinary
dialogue on the historical continuities, contemporary
relevance, and future trajectories of IKS in higher
education.

India’s civilisational contributions—from the decimal
system and zero to pioneering work in algebra,
trigonometry, astronomy, Ayurveda, and surgical science
—constitute a foundational legacy for global knowledge.
Yet this tradition suffered marginalisation during the
colonial period, when British educational policies
undermined indigenous systems of learning. In the wake
of the Independence, an emphasis on Western models
further pushed IKS to the periphery, creating what K. C.
Bhattacharya famously termed a “shadow mind.”

At a time when debates on decolonisation, civilizational
identity, and cultural rootedness are reshaping academic
discourse worldwide, the revitalization of IKS demands
scholarly attention rather than celebratory rhetoric. This
entails critical documentation, translation, and research
on India’s vast manuscript traditions; the development of
empirically grounded and pedagogically robust curricular
materials; and the establishment of institutional
frameworks that ensure academic integrity.

The conference aims to bring together researchers,
educators, and practitioners across disciplines to reassess
the epistemic value of IKS, explore comparative
frameworks, and examine its pedagogical and policy
implications for contemporary higher education. It
welcomes contributions that address the diversity of IKS,
its methodological strengths, its global intersections, and
the challenges involved in its curricular integration.

� Indian Knowledge System and pedagogy in India
� Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam and the Western
cosmopolitanism
� Macaulay impact and cultural subjugation in India
� Indian education and Indian Knowledge System
� Abrahamic religions/traditions and Indian Knowledge
System
� Western secularism and Indian Knowledge System
� Secularist academia, Enlightenment thought and Indian
Knowledge System
� Rashtra and the nation-state
� Europe and India: Dialectics
� Christian/Islamic theology and Indian dharma
� Self/other and Indian Knowledge System
� Western knowledge traditions and India
� Swaraj and decoloniality in India
� Gandhi, Tagore, Sawarkar, Aurobindo, Vivekananda:
Ideas on India
� Cultural decolonisation and Indian Knowledge System
� Mahabharat/Ramayan and Iliad/Odyssey
� Western theatre and Indian Natya parampara

� Indian Knowledge System and Artificial Intelligence
� Religion, secularism, the Enlightenment and the Indian
thought
� Environment and IKS
� Agricultural practices and IKS
� Art and aesthetics in IKS
� Ancient Indian Sciences: Mathematics, Astronomy and
Cosmology
� Language and Linguistics: Sanskrit and other classical
Indian languages
� Literary text and the lens of criticism/appreciation in
Indian classrooms

This conference will serve as a vital academic platform to
deliberate upon the perspectives that IKS offers and the
imperatives it presents for the future of education in
India.
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� Bhagwad Geeta and righteous duty
� Swarat and Anyarat
� Monotheism and polytheism
� Dharma and religion: Rooted dialectics
� NEP 2020 and Indian Knowledge System
� Indian schools of philosophy (Darshanas), Pramanas
(means of knowledge) and their relevance to
contemporary thought
� Governance, ethics and law in IKS
� Arthashastra, Dharmashastra, and governance in India
� Syllabus/curriculum of English Studies and IKS
� Academic politics in India and IKS
� Worldviews: morality, humanity, environment, family
system
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Following the steps mentioned in the google
form, proceed to payment using the details
specified in the google form or the brochure .

Submit your abstract via email. After
confirmation, proceed to registeration using
the google form:

https://forms.gle/rkA3mA4eo89frtgi9‌

REGISTRATION DETAILS‌

Abstract Submission Date: 10 January, 2026.
Full paper Submission: 15 January, 2026.
Email: conferenceenglish2026@gmail.com

Submission Guidelines:
Abstract length: 200 words.
Keywords: 6 words.
Full paper length: 3000-6000 words.
Font style & size: Times New Roman, 12 pt.
Line Spacing: 1.5.
Citation Style: MLA 9th Edition.
File Type: .doc.
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(Vice Chancellor, UOR)

Prof. Bal Ram Singh
(University of Massachusetts,
Dartmouth)

Dr. Kshama Kaul
(Acclaimed Kashmiri Hindi Writer)

Prof. Sudhir Kumar
(Panjab University, Chandigarh)

Prof. Suresh K. Agrawal
(Vice-Chancellor, MDSU, Ajmer)

Dr. Meenakshi Jain
(Historian and Rajya Sabha member)

Eminent Speakers:

No language barrier—
papers & presentations in
English as well as Hindi  are
welcome!

A musical evening/ movie
screening at the end of Day
2 of the international
conference.

Padhāro Mhāre Des—
snacks & a Rajasthani
feast awaiting all the
participants and
presenters!
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